Weeds are species introduced deliberately or unintentionally outside of their

natural habitats. In this new environment, free from their natural 'enemies’, & ;
non-native plants have an advantage that allows them to out-compete native KSR
plants and agricultural crops for space, moisture and nutrients.

LA
Canada Thistle

Legislation in Alberta, the_Alberta Weed Control Act recognizes these three classes of
weeds and is in place to keep these problem weeds from being introduced to Alberta or
from spreading if they are already present. Each class of weeds is treated differently.

An inspector who finds any restricted or noxious weeds in or on any land, premises, vehi-
cle, standing crop, machine, grain, elevator, crop processing plant, or equipment shall
give notice to destroy the restricted weeds, and may give notice to control noxious
weeds. For nuisance weeds the inspector may issue a notice to prevent the spread of

these weeds.

Control Methods

When selecting a control method, it is impor-
tant to note that different species respond
differently to each method. The most efficient
programs will have an integrated control plan
that includes both prevention and one or
more of the following control methods:

" Mowing / Cutting

| A weed is a plant that |
| has mastered every |
| survival skill |
iexcept for learning ‘
|hﬂ'w to grow in rows. |

What is Prevention?

e Knowing how to identify inva-

e Avoid walking/driving/riding
through invasive plant infestations

e Remove seed & invasive plants
parts from clothing, pets & vehicles
and dispose properly (landfill-
bound garbage, burning)

e Don't grow invasive ornamen-

e Feed 'weed-free' forage to live-

Keep gravel and fill piles free of

DID YOU KNOW?

As native plants are re-
placed by invasives, biodi-
versity declines and habi-
tats change. These impacts
are like a ripple on a pond
- affecting wildlife, ecosys-
tem functions, natural
resources, recreation and

" Hand Pulling o '
" Herbicide Application—for proper her- n\"fo 0"
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Give a'weed an inch and it will take a yard.



